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Kia ora koutou e te whānau
Goodness there certainly feels like some snow in the air judging
by the iciness outside!
We are celebrating the success of our Rippa Rugby Team who are
now the South Waikato Champions after their success in winning
this competition last Friday. Congratulations to the players and
their coach, Hamish Allan. They are now off to Hamilton on Thursday
to participate in the Waikato competition. Tūwhitia te hopo.
Over the last week I have been able to see some of our sports
teams compete. Being part of a team creates many valuable learning
opportunities. Reliability in turning up to practices and games,
problem and decision making during the game, tolerance and
patience for others, learning to fail with dignity and bounce back
to try again and the thrill of winning. I have been very impressed
seeing these skills among our sporting students. Thank you to
the commitment you all make as parents, coaches and managers to
support your children with these opportunities.
Next Friday we say goodbye to our caretaker Phil Johnson who is
retiring. We are all going to miss our “Mr Fix-it” man and his
commitment to our school for the past 4 ½ years. We wish him
well in his more relaxed start to each day. Garin Knight will be
our interim caretaker.

TEAM ONE (Rooms 2, 5, 6, 7, 20) Rhiarn Reedy

TEAM THREE (Rooms 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16) MaryStratton

Nga mihi o te Tau Hou Māori e te iwi! Happy Māori new year.
We’re halfway through the year already, where has the time gone!
Our akonga have been hard at work this week learning about ngā
whetū o Matariki. We have listened to different pūrākau around
Matariki and have used this time to focus on planning goals for
the next year, reflecting on the year that has been and planning
classroom Matariki celebrations. On Tuesday we were lucky
enough to have hangi for lunch. Our akonga had full pukus and
happy hearts while we had korero around how our whānau
celebrate the rising of Matariki.

A special welcome to the following new junior children and their
whānau to Tokoroa North School: Luke & Matthew. This is an
exciting time for you and your child as you begin the journey
through your child’s school years together. It was lovely to see
Room 14 on stage at our junior assembly on Friday teaching us
all a few new dances. Room 14 won the cup for the best class at
assembly and Room 13 won the Golden Rubbish Bin for keeping our
school environment clean.

Last week our Team One TNS Rippa Team won the South Waikato
rippa rugby tournament which means that this Thursday they are
heading to Kirikiriroa to compete in the Waikato tournament.
Karawhuia tamariki ma! Give it heaps.
Please remember that Homelink folders are now due back. We
need these so we can add all the wonderful work your child has
completed this term. Please continue to ask your child about
what they are reading, give them opportunities to write (writing
recipes so they can cook dinner seems to be a favourite) and
continue to practise maths strategies with them.

Tukua kia tū takitahi ngā whetū o te rangi
Let each star in the sky shine its own light.

TEAM TWO (Rooms 8, 9, 17, 18, 19) Mrs Karen Tyrrell

Friday is New Zealand’s first celebration of Matariki: Te Tau Hou
Māori. A time to gather with your family and friends to reflect on
the past, celebrate the present and plan for the future. Enjoy this
special time with everyone.
Mānawa maiea te Mātahi o te tau — Celebrate the rising of the new
year
Mānawa maiea te ariki o te rangi — Celebrate the rising of the lord of
the heavens
Mānawa maiea te putanga o Matariki — Celebrate the
rising of Matariki

Judith McLean (Principal)
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Rūma Tekau learning

Our school Rippa Rugby team with Coach Hamish Allan.

TEAM 2 & 3 DISCO
Friday 1st July 6pm - 8pm
Send your tamariki along and have a couple of hours of peace
and quiet. Remember all tamariki must be collected from the hall
at the end of the Disco. The back gate will NOT be open.

Everything Matariki is the theme in Team 2 classrooms. We have
read and written stories, created stars, practised our pepeha
and completed some amazing artwork. Have a korero with your
tamariki about the meaning of Matariki and why we are now
having a day off on Friday. We hoped you all enjoyed some extra
time together. Help your tamariki with their pepeha - perhaps
you can add some parts that they may not know.
When we planned for the term we decided to do dance for the
second part of this term and as the weather has been so wet this
has proven to be the right decision as despite the rain we have
still been able to do some dance each day. Tamariki are
participating in different types of dance, jump jam, folk dance,
Maori dance and Noodle Drumming. There is lots of laughter
and red faces at the end of each session as the students
participate enthusiastically.
We’re all looking forward to our Team 2 & 3 Disco on the 1st July
- a special treat to end the term.
Please encourage your tamariki to complete as much homework
as they can, listen to them read each night and read to them as
often as you can.
Rūma Waru enjoying our Matariki Hangi.

Rūma Whitu sharing kōrero about the connection
between kai and ngā whetū - the stars.

ACHIEVEMENT BY PROMOTING SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL
LEARNING (APSEL) Raewyn Whiteman-Thorne
Life seems a mixture of lots of sickness, making sure we have
staff, lots of training options, children away, spare lunches and
COLD.
Some days we wonder what happened to the stable days of 2000
and the years before. Other times we wonder what will be next in
this changing world.
We talked last week in a meeting about what a smile means to a
child. How do they cope when we go into a room with a grumpy
face and what do they feel like? How much more do these faces
impact upon our autistic children? Without a doubt a smile and
smiley eyes can make a child feel very accepted and valued.
Warm open smiles can have the same impact upon adults.
We also had a chat about anxiety and how common the word has
become.
I had a look in the dictionary and I checked the difference
between Worry and Anxiety.
It reminded me that it's easy to have little and big worries but
anxiety is ongoing, a regular pattern and is a word that can be
quite scary for our children. The more we use it the less they can
find a way through it. Understanding and accepting that some
have anxiety is part of life but working through some of the
worries of our children can make their lives a lot easier. Let's be
careful what we say and how we talk about worries with our
children.

READING TOGETHER
We would like all our tamariki to be life-long learners and as a
Duffy School our goal is “To inspire a love of books in students so
they become adults who inspire a love of reading.” By inspiring
tamariki to love books, together, we are supporting them in being
literate now and in their futures.

