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Kia ora koutou e te whānau
How lovely it was to meet with so many of you last week in
our face to face Whānau Learning Conversations. It has felt
like a long time since we have had you on site. The opportunity
to meet and discuss your child’s learning and progress with
teachers is important in working together. We all appreciate
the effort made from everyone to support your child in their
learning and setting goals in their Learning Plans.
It was also great to see so many people taking advantage of
our Book Fair from Scholastic Books with many of you
leaving with books to add to your home reading. The profits
from these sales will further support our reading resources
in the library. Thank you for supporting our school and your
child.
Our school was awash with pink last Friday as we were
all reminded of making good choices in being kind to
others. Well done to the creative dress-up ideas of many to
share the message - keep “being pink” and being kind to
others.
Team 2 are preparing for their trip to Hamilton Zoo
tomorrow which was rescheduled from Term 1. This is a
wonderful learning opportunity to experience some of our
animal world.

TEAM ONE (Rooms 2, 5, 6, 7, 20) Megan Gooding
Kia Ora Team 1 whānau! Wow it’s Week 4 already,
this term is flying by.

Whānau Learning Conversations

It was great to see so many of you come along to interviews
last week. Setting goals alongside your child and their
teacher is an important part of their learning journey. Home
Link books and reports will be sent home this week.

Home Learning

While Home Learning is not compulsory in our team we
encourage children to read for 20 minutes every night.
Home Learning tasks are designed to help your child
consolidate their understanding of concepts we are
covering in class. In Rūma Rua, children are challenged to
learn their times tables so they can begin to solve problems
like 14x9.

National Young Leaders Day

Last Thursday Whaea Preston took a group of very excited
Year 6 students to NYLD in Hamilton. They had an awesome
day listening to inspiring speakers who shared how they
have overcome challenges in life. The theme of the day was
building resilience and moving out of our comfort zones to
where the magic happens. Our young leaders are looking
forward to stepping up around our kura and using their
leadership skills.

Judith McLean (Principal)

TEAM TWO (Rooms 8, 9, 17, 18, 19) Mrs Karen Tyrrell
Thank you to all the families who attended our Whānau
Learning Conversations last week. We hope you found these
beneficial and have a good understanding of what your
child can do, what they are working towards and how you
can help them at home.
We are all looking forward to our visit to Hamilton Zoo
tomorrow. Remember to have your child at school at
7:45am so that we can leave promptly. Thank you to all the
parents/caregivers who have offered to accompany us.
Without parent support we cannot go on these outside
experiences. Your tamariki should all have a lot to share
with you about the animals they have seen and what they
have learned.
Remember to listen to your tamariki read each night, encourage
them to do as much homework as they can and read to
them as often as you can.

TEAM THREE (Rooms 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16) Mary Stratton
A special welcome for our new junior children Coby
and Ihaia and their whānau to Tokoroa North School.
It was lovely to see everyone during our Whānau Learning
Conversation last week. Thank you for taking the time out of
your busy day to speak with your child’s teacher to discuss
goals and moving forward. On Friday the children and
teachers all had fun dressing in pink for Pink Day.
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The season kicks off this weekend. Our kids will be looking
sharp in the new uniforms. Most teams have already had a
team practice. I have not had the draw sent to me yet but as
soon as I receive it I will share on Skool Loop and send to
the coaches. Have a great season and thanks so much to
our coaches and managers who volunteer their precious
time for our tamariki. It does not go unnoticed.

Team 2 Zoo Trip
JUNE

Last Friday Rūma Rua hosted our first team assembly of the
year. We performed a play- “Little Red Riding Hoods & The
Good Guys.” This was written and directed by Raven, Lala
and Anika. They held auditions and assigned roles. We
created slide shows, painted scenery and rehearsed for 2
weeks. Rūma Rua has caught the acting bug and is looking
forward to creating a bigger production in Term 2!
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BOOK FAIR
Thank you for your support of the Book Fair last week. We
received $560 in free books for the Library as our
commission from sales.

ACHIEVEMENT BY PROMOTING SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL
LEARNING (APSEL) Raewyn Whiteman-Thorne
We hear lots of talk about level playing fields, opportunities
for all and life being fair. Sadly we often don't achieve all of
those. Life is not always fair; some people don't have
opportunities or don't know how to use the ones that are in
front of them and others simply make choices that don't
have positive consequences.
A young man I know died a while ago driving a car while
drinking and he and two passengers were killed.
In discussing it, someone asked what would have happened
to him if he hadn't died? Prehaps prison, injuries etc. I am
still not sure how I feel about the situation.
But it all makes me ask: what is empathy? It's
understanding and accepting. It's knowing that we can all
give someone a chance to be understood and accepted.
One of our students asked me recently why people don't like
her. Replying “I like you”, she said “yes I know but others
don't, they say mean things”.
We went on to talk about liking people but not their
behaviour. That is basic empathy. Maybe too it's accepting
that we can only change ourselves and our attitudes and
behaviour. That can help others change theirs and
sometimes that's all that people need: someone to believe
in them including the perceptive young girl I am talking about.

READING
After attending a Literacy course last week it was reinforced
that the way whānau can best help their tamariki is to
read to them as often as possible, talk about what you are
reading and have discussions with your child about their
experiences. They all do something at school.

NETBALL
It’s great to have Netball underway this year and to see the
enthusiasm with which our teams are participating. Each
week we can see improvement. Remember to let your coach
know if your child cannot make their Saturday game and to
attend their weekly practice.

