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Kia ora koutou e te whānau
What a lovely way it was to end our week with our “Odd Day” dress up
day on Friday. The creativity of many of our students was very
impressive and brought an element of fun to our “Odd World” at the
moment. Have a look at the photos in this newsletter to bring a smile to
your faces too.
At the end of the term we are farewelling some staff members:
After 14 years working at our school, Kim Lannon, our Assistant
Principal and Leader of Team 3 has resigned. Kim started her teaching
as a classroom teacher of New Entrants and then became Leader of
Team 3. Kim has always had a strong vision in supporting the learning
for our junior students. We all wish her well in her recovery while
undergoing treatment for cancer.

Megan Lamb has spent 11 years teaching in our school firstly in
mainstream and more recently as Leader of our Learning Support
Centre. We have valued Megan’s input into the learning and high
needs of our students in Room 1. Megan is moving onto a new career
pathway in Health and Safety.
Julie Berry will also be moving on to teach closer to home in
Taupo. Thank you Julie for 12 years of part-time teaching and relieving
in all levels of our school.
As we near the end of the term we are all looking forward to a holiday
break.It has been a tricky term with many challenges due to the Covid
outbreak. Enjoy this special time with your whanau, maybe exploring
our neighbourhood or further afield in creating special memories.

“E hara taku toa i te toa takitahi, he toa takitini”
My strength is not as an individual, but as a collective.

TEAM ONE (Rooms 2, 5, 6, 7, 20) Kelly Waea-Allan
He waka eke noa – the canoe we are all in without exception.
He waka eke noa is a whakatauki that means we are all in this together,
we all have a place and a sense of belonging in our environment. A big
focus this term has been working together to develop positive environments
for learning. This sets us in good stead as we end term one and paddle
towards term 2. It has been a topsy turvy term navigating covid, home
isolation and home learning. A big mihi to all our whānau for your
ongoing support.
SWIMMING - Our swimming programme for Term One is now finished.
Our tamariki have added a range of water safety skills to their kete
mātauranga. We are now planning for our Team One Swimming Sports
to be held early next term. This is an opportunity for tamariki to
participate in width or length races and class relays. Our swimming
sports will be held on Tuesday May 10.
CRICKET - Last Wednesday Team One enjoyed a cricket session with
Mike from Northern Districts Cricket. We improved our hand eyecoordination with some throwing and catching games and learnt some
batting techniques. A big thank you to Mrs MacDonald and Whaea
Emma for your organisation of this.
ODD DAY FRIDAY - Last Friday we acknowledged the oddness of our
term by dressing up in something ‘odd.’ We had pyjamas, costumes,
crazy hair, outfits on backwards and inside out! It created laughter and
fun amongst our whole school. Thank you for your time and effort
whānau
TE WHARE TAPAWHĀ - In Rūma Whitu we have been learning about Te
Whare Tapawhā; a model of a whare (house) that highlights the many
things that contribute to our well-being such as our physical, mental
and spiritual health. If we are feeling good our whare is strong, if we are
not feeling our best we can look at different areas of our whare and
decide which walls we can strengthen. It might mean going for a run,
doing a mindfulness activity or spending quality time with the ones we
love.
Enjoy the upcoming holidays tamariki mā. Rest, recharge and we look
forward to another exciting term of learning ahead.

Judith McLean (Principal)
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TEAM TWO (Rooms 8, 9, 17, 18, 19) Mrs Karen Tyrrell
We’ve had a busy term spent with not many students in our classes, so
all our normal beginning of the year routines have been hard to set in
place. Hopefully next term will be better. We managed to have Bike Day,
Tryathlon and we swam right up until last week. We have our Zoo trip to
look forward to next term. Last week we managed a sort of assembly.
We gathered in the hall, made sure we were a metre apart and danced
(no singing). It was great to have the whole team together but it did get
very hot.
We hope you have a wonderful, relaxing holiday with your family and
look forward to hearing about the experiences
shared after the holidays.
On April 1st (April Fool’s Day) we had
an “odd day”. We had loads of fun
dressing up. There were odd shoes and
socks, wigs, hats, masks, Pyjamas and
lots more. Some of us looked very odd
indeed. Here is a photo of Room 19
dressed oddly.

ACHIEVEMENT BY PROMOTING SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL
LEARNING (APSEL) Raewyn Whiteman-Thorne
Last newsletter I wrote about liking yourself as being a key to relationships,
learning, leadership and ultimately coping with the highs and lows of life.
Little did I know at the time what was coming my way. This, however, is
not about me but it is about the secret of personal wellbeing and how
that impacts on our lives. What is it like to like yourself? It's not
makeup, false smiles, thinking you are better than others and it's
certainly not questioning what everyone else does as if you alone have
the key to perfection,
It is humility, it is giving things your best, it's thinking about and
knowing what is important to you without denying others to also have
that right. It is also about assertiveness. If we don't understand and
accept ourselves then we will struggle to voice our thoughts, ask
questions of others and be able to value responses without cliched
answers.
There is a big difference between passive, assertive and aggressive.
Simply, they fit on a continuum in that order with indirect aggressive
being sort of linked to aggressive. One thing I have experienced often is
that passive people, those that can't say “I disagree” or “no” will often
flick very quickly into indirect or aggressive behaviours when they are
questioned and they usually blame others.
Over the holidays, have a think about it. Learning to have an assertive
voice (not bossy) and to hear the assertive voice of others will help with
all your relationships, including the one you have with yourself.

PI KI KŌTUKU (Rooms 1 & 3) Whaea Lisa
April is Autism month in NZ and around the world.
Autism is considered an invisible disability since challenges and
difficulties are often not immediately apparent.
Autism is estimated to be present in 1 in 54 people. Every autistic
person is unique, with a wide range of skills, qualities, interests, and
personality types. Like the saying goes “if you have met one autistic
person, you have met one autistic person.”
Many autistic people experience sensory input like light, sound and
touch more intensely, and wearing a hoodie with the hood up can help
to block out uncomfortably loud sounds or bright light. Wearing a
hoodie for Hoods Up Wednesday helps to raise awareness that hoods
are a tool for autistic people to feel more comfortable in a world that
isn’t designed for them – someone with their hood up is not necessarily
aggressive or scary, they
may just be trying to cope
with an overwhelming
amount of sensory input.
Tokoroa North School will
be having a ‘Hoods Up’
awareness day next week
on Wednesday 13th April. A
flyer will be sent home with
your child next week.

SKI DS CLOSURE
We are sad to advise that sKids Tokoroa North's last day will be Friday 1st April,
delays in MSD accreditation and Covid-19 have caused low attendance of our
programme. We would like to thank the amazing sKids staff, all the families, and
school community that have supported us during our time at Tokoroa North
School.

Our ‘odd’ day winners

TEAM THREE (Rooms 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16) Mary Stratton
Kia ora e te whānau. We would like to welcome Kase, Nevaeh-Reyn,
Minghui, Akaal, Mercedes, Jonah, Mikaya & Prynce who have started
school in the last few weeks. Welcome to our Junior whanau. Team 3
have enjoyed our time in the pool this term. We are now moving onto ball
skills for PE. We are enjoying learning our phonics to help with our
reading and writing. Enjoy the holidays with your children.

Our New Entrants enjoying
the pool

Room 12

READING—Duffy Books
We are now a Duffy School which means that hopefully before the
holidays your tamariki will receive 2 Duffy Books (free) that they
selected earlier in the term. You might ask yourself, do children
really need books in this digital age? By inspiring children to love books,
Duffy Books in Homes supports tamariki to be literate now and in their
futures.

NETBALL
Netball teams have been formed. We’re still waiting for confirmation as
to when Netball will be played. Hopefully we will find out before the end
of the term.

Room 7 girls on odd day looking oddly
awesome

Around 1/2 our school celebrating our oddness

