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TEAM TWO (Rooms 8, 9, 17, 18, 19) Mrs Karen Tyrrell

2022/03

Kia ora koutou e te whānau

What a great buzz we have had in our school with Team 2’s Bike
Day and then their Tryathlon last week. “Give-it-a-go' was the
message from the teachers. Judging by the determination in
many of their faces as they competed with their classmates there
is a drive to do their best. Ka pai Year 3 and 4 students.
Our school has started to be affected by COVID-19 with many
students and staff absent. We are striving to keep our school
open which is dependent on having enough staff to manage. Thank
you everyone for your messages to the office to update us of your
circumstances.
It is disappointing although, as you can understand, our planned
trips and camp in Term 1 have been postponed. Watch out for
new dates when there is more certainty of a more stable
situation.
Our school charter, which has been approved by our Board of
Trustees, is on our website for viewing. This shows plans and
targets for 2022 and reviews 2021.

“He aroha whakato,
He aroha puta mai”
If kindness is sown
Then kindness you shall receive.
Judith McLean (Principal)

To clarify:
• If your child tests positive for COVID-19 they need to
start their isolation for 10 days from this date.
• If you are in a household where someone has COVID: All
household members must isolate for 10 days (Tested on Day
3 and Day10) If negative on Day 10 they can return to
school.
• If your child tests positive they must start their isolation
again. Other household members who test negative on Day
10 may return to school.
Please inform the office if there is a change for your child’s isolation
situation (e.g. was a household contact, now confirmed positive).
You may be contacted to confirm the day when your child may
return to school.
Just to be clear Day 0 is the day you test positive.
Please see the Covid-19 Isolation Clock for more clarification.

TEAM ONE (Rooms 2, 5, 6, 7, 20) Emma Martin
Well, things have been very different around here lately. We have
noticed that it is a lot quieter in the playground and generally
around school. You may even be finding it easier to get a carpark
when you pick up your child.
All children that have been attending school have been given
their hardpacks. We ask that these are put away somewhere safe
in case they are needed if your child becomes a positive case,
has to isolate or is living with someone who is immune
compromised. Please remember that school is open and we are
carrying on with business as usual.
Swimming is still a regular part of our day. Please make sure that
your children have their togs, towel and a warm jersey with them
on their swimming days.
Our children have taken to wearing masks exceptionally well.
Please make sure that your child comes to school with a mask,
as we have a very limited supply.
Your children are dealing with these ever changing times so well.
You should all be very proud of them.

PIKI KŌTUKU (Rooms 1 & 3) Whaea Lisa
Kia ora, Kia orana, Talofa The term is ticking along in Piki Kōtuku.
Our tamariki have been enjoying swimming almost everyday,
either in the pool or relaxing in the spa pool. Both our junior
and senior tamariki have been attending PMP in the morning.
This programme assists with their balance, hand eye
coordination and motor skills. For the health and safety
of all tamariki and staff, we are being extra vigilant with mask
wearing and sanitising so please keep your child at home if they
have a runny nose or cough. During this time, I encourage you to
reach out to the support services locally and check on the mental
health of all members of your whanau. Please reach out to
www.heretohelpu.nz if you need some support. You can access
RATs tests online. The address is requestrats.Covid19.health.nz
or 0800222478 option 3. This allows you to get a code for a click
and collect service at the testing station.
“He waka eke noa“
We are all in this together

Team 2 were really fortunate in that we held both our Bike Day
and Tryathlon in perfect conditions. The students had great fun
on both days. On Bike Day they rode their bikes all day, gaining
confidence, improving their skills and for many trying something
new. There was lots of laughter as they worked out the best way
to ride over the bumpy logs, whether it was sitting on your seat or
standing up, whether you went fast or took it slowly or missed
them altogether.
Tryathlon day was enthusiastically supported. Students started
with breakfast in their classes. The smell of toast cooking always
makes my mouth water. For the first time this year we managed
to participate in dance and students were introduced to the
popular team 2 dances. After lunch for the big event. We were
proud of the students' efforts as they swam, biked and ran,
encouraging and cheering for each other. We certainly missed
the whanau support that we are used to having for this event.
Hopefully next year. As we finished early students chose whether
they swam or rode their bikes for the rest of the afternoon. Both
activities were equally popular.
You will have received a letter last week about postponing our
Zoo trip till the 26th May. With so many students away at the
moment we decided to postpone as we want as many students to
participate in this experience as possible.
Keep encouraging your tamariki to do some homework each
night, listen to them read regularly and read to them as often as
you can.
ACHIEVEMENT BY PROMOTING SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL
LEARNING (APSEL) Raewyn Whiteman-Thorne
I had some time with a couple of our young ones this week and
also some time with parents.
I was reminded of the value of the relationships we have with
each other. That reminded me of the quote thats says “ every
interaction by every adult, teacher or parent with any or every
child has the potential to make a difference.” If we say we love
our children or we respect and care for them or others around us
then understanding that makes a big difference.
We often talk about school beliefs and recently one of our
teachers has worked with her class on our beliefs and our values
and what they mean. It made me realise how we can teach the
words but if we do not teach what it is to practise the values that
are the expression of our beliefs, the beliefs can be just words.
So it is with the quote above. We can tell a child we like them or
someone we love them but If they don’t experience that then the
words are just words not a reality they value. We could say
actions speak louder than words or practise what you preach or
any of those well known statements. They are all appropriate.
My challenge is for us all to remember that what we do has far
more impact than what we say.
Practise that and watch some difficult situations change.

Room 19 girls at the starting line

TEAM THREE (Rooms 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16) Maree Cook
Team 3 are loving this fine weather and making the most of being
outside and swimming in the pool.
We have settled into our classrooms and are making the most of
our fantastic learning opportunities.
Room 11’s creations

Room 10 blowing bubbles

Room 14’s fabulous portraits

Do you prefer the Newsletter emailed? Do you have a new mobile number?
Please email our office information@tokoroanorth.school.nz

