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Important Covid-19 Updates:

Kia ora koutou te whanau

As we are all dealing with the many changes resulting from
COVID-19, it is so refreshing to see the happy and smiling faces
of our tamariki in their learning and hearing the giggling and
laughing as they play.
Thank you everyone for your support as we navigate our way
through the Covid-19 requirements and procedures. We are now
in Phase 2 of the response to Omicron.
Cases have spread in our community so we need to minimise and
slow further spread and assist our vulnerable communities.
The goal is to keep everyone safe within our control.
When COVID-19 find its way into our school what happens next?
What is really critical is that if your child receives a positive
result, please make contact with the school as soon as you're
able. We can then determine if your child was infectious at
school. Please ring the school during office hours directly or out
of hours please call the principal via the school mobile 021
0232 5771. Also contact your classroom teacher via facebook
messenger or email. The Ministry of Education will work with us,
who work directly with the Ministry of Health. When we have a
confirmed infectious case of COVID-19 within our school we will
follow their lead to determine who is needing to stay home for a
longer period of time.
If confirmation of a positive case has been received and your
child is a close contact you will be contacted immediately. If this
happens while your child is at school, you will be asked to collect
your child from school.
If your child needs to isolate, learning from home will be
provided. This will be in the form of hard packs and/or Google
Slides.
Any stories of COVID-19 within our school, unless notified directly by us, are just stories.
As you are aware Kim Lannon is away on sick leave during treatment for Ovarian Cancer. Kim has indicated she will be away for
the rest of the term. During her absence Mary Stratton will be
Acting Team Leader. Welcome to Anne Beal who will be teaching
part-time in Room 12. We wish Kim all our best in her recovery.

It has been a great start to the year for Room 10. We have enjoyed
the hot sunny weather, where we get to swim in the afternoons
and get to know the school more. It has been fun getting to know
our classmates and our teacher, but swimming is the best part of
the day. In Room 10 we have been busy making playdough and
doing some baking using the microwave. Of course we devoured
the cake we made!
Room 11 has been learning about water confidence and safety
while swimming. We love being in the pool and cooling off on
these hot days. We have also been working hard to create a collaborative mural for our class. We are so proud of our work! Here
is a picture below.

A reminder we have Bike Day tomorrow. Bring bikes and helmets
and put outside the classroom. Children can bring their togs as
well as swimming will be an option in the afternoon. We’re hoping
for a great fun day becoming confident on bikes, practising hand
signals, obeying road signs and having lots of fun.

Room 9 have enjoyed swimming in this hot weather.
Jeremy’s favourite thing to do is trying different strokes. “Piggybacks are the best”, says Tyler. Amelia loves doing handstands in
the pool. The whirlpool is our all-time favourite. We have also
been working pool safety – getting in and out, floating and
breathing techniques.
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Here are some of Rūma 2 with their Home Learning challenge.
We decorated an “About Me” bag and filled it with 4 things that
were special to us. We shared them with the class. We were
learning to talk in front of an audience, explain using specific
details, and to answer questions. We learnt that our classmates
love reading, Pokemon, drones, crystals, our culture and heritage, sports, cars, Lego and our whānau.

Wow Week 4 already and the term is flying by. Team 1 classes
have been focused on building a classroom culture and building
quality relationships so that we can learn together.
Swimming
Keep sending along those togs! Water safety and confidence is
an important part of our learning programme. Room 2 have been
learning sculling skills and how to float and roll from front to back
without putting our feet on the bottom of the pool.
Camp
Thank you to all the parents and caregivers who have taken the
time to complete our survey about camp. We will let you know
within the next week what our plans are.
Home Learning
Home Learning is optional in Team 1 but we encourage children
to read every day. Home learning tasks are designed to help children consolidate concepts we are learning in class and to investigate topics in more depth.

ACHIEVEMENT BY PROMOTING SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL
LEARNING (APSEL) Raewyn Whiteman-Thorne
We talked last week about doing our best to stay positive and not
getting too down about the tough and challenging times.
I want to be very honest with you about one of the questions that
feeds a child’s worries, something I learnt with my own children
and my follow up study.
Everytime you ask your child if he had a good day, you give the
child the opportunity to think it might have been bad or
something might have gone wrong.
Of course it’s realistic to want to know what’s going on but let’s
think about some other ways to ask a child about his day.
Remember too that they don’t always want questions the moment
they walk in the door.
Try some of these ideas :
• What was the best thing that happened today?
• What did you enjoy learning?
• Is there anything you learnt that you could teach me?
• What games did you play at lunchtime?
• Is there one thing you could do better tomorrow?
Often when we are struggling, we transfer those feelings to our
little ones. This is an example from this morning: “Mum told me
…..and said not to worry about it but I wanted to tell you I’m sad. I
felt sad too”.

